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The Pastor’s Pulse 
God sightings - that was a lively and exciting part of each day's closing 

during Vacation Bible School. 

God sightings… where did you see God yesterday (or today)? Where did 

you experience God's presence during the day or evening or night? How did 

God reveal himself? 

There was never any lack of sightings, believe me. Those children saw, 

and experienced, God in all kinds of places and circumstances. 

How would you respond, if asked to report God sightings in your life? We 

all know where God is on Sunday mornings at 10:30, right? God is right there, 

immediately present with us as we worship.  But where is God at 10:30 the 

other days of the week? Where would our God sighting be? 

I remember a God sighting one of my catechism students reported. He saw 

God as people came back from receiving Holy Communion. They all seemed 

to have a bit of a smile on their faces, like something really good happened 

when they went up there to receive the sacrament. 

Remember when Jacob was met by his brother Esau, after a few years 

apart? Jacob expected his brother Esau to vent Esau's wrath or even to kill him 

(with good reason too). Instead, Esau embraced Jacob, eagerly welcomed him 

home. In that instant, Jacob said, "For truly to see your face is like seeing the 

face of God, with such favor have you received me."  Read all about it in 

Genesis 33. 

God sightings...where have you seen God yesterday or today?  Where and 

when have you experienced the presence of God? How did God reveal 

himself? 

How exciting it is to live in a world where God is alive and active and 

blessing us with his presence! 
 

LECTIONARY AIDS FOR AUGUST 
 

August 1, 2010-Luke 12:13-21 

In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.”  Jesus uses a parable to 

warn against identifying the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s 

possessions rather than one’s relationship with God.   

 

August 8, 2010-Luke 12:32-40 

Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s 

reign.  Instead of facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are 

always ready to receive from God and to give to others. 
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Lectionary Helps Continued 
 

August 15, 2010-Luke 12:49-56 

Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and 

potentially divisive effects of obedience to God’s 

call.  The way of the cross often leads followers to 

encounter hostility and rejection, even from those 

they love.   

 

August 22, 2010-Luke 13:10-17 

Jesus heals a woman on the Sabbath, offering her 

a new beginning for her life.  When challenged by 

a narrow reading of the Sabbath command, Jesus 

responds by expanding “sabbath work” to include 

setting people free from bondage.   

 

August 29, 2010-Luke 14:1, 7-14 

Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the 

table.  He uses the opportunity to teach His 

hearers to choose humility rather than self-

exaltation.  Jesus also makes an appeal for hosts 

to mimic God’s gracious hospitality to the poor 

and the broken.   

 
Treasurer's Report Highlights   

 Operating Fund spending for June was 
$12,919 against our budget of $15,113. 

 Operating Fund spending YTD was $90,813 
against our budget of $90,678. 

 Operating Fund giving for June was $10,497 
and $90,683 YTD. 

 Operating Fund giving for June 2009 YTD was 
$91,390. 

 We had a total month-end balance of $52,171 
for all funds. 

 

Make a Note:  Sunday School Dates 
September 12, 19, 26 

October 3,10, 17, 24 

November 7, 14, 21 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 5 

We welcome our intern Marilyn Larsen  
with a reception immediately following  

our worship service 

 

Celebrate with Children 
By Susan Schneider 

Are you thinking about school supplies, school clothes, 
and the end of summer vacation?  Many people are 
preparing. Perhaps your child is one of the many looking for 
a just the right backpack to carry this school season. 

Preparing for a smooth school year is a whole process 
the family must be involved in.  Sunday School is a whole 
process our church family can become involved in.  We 
have already ordered our curriculum for Fall.  We are 
excited to announce “Living the Good News” continues this 
year!  A new element we are adding to Pre-K through 
Grade 5 will be “Sunday School Challenge!”  The children 
will be challenged to earn pins for their Bible memorization 
work with prayers and verses.    

Our Sunday School year begins at 9:15 a.m. on 
Sunday, September 12, 2010.  If you would like to be a 
substitute teacher this year, please sign up on the board in 
the narthex.   

Also, special preparations are being already being 
considered for the month of December.  If you would like to 
be contacted to be involved in the 3rd Annual Children’s 
Christmas Program, please sign up on the board in the 
narthex. 

“Little children we must not love in word or speech, 
but in deed and truth.”  1 John 3:18 

Our young teens Grades 6-8 will be challenged this 
year as well.  They will be encouraged as a group to focus 
on service to our church, to our community, and to our 
world.  This group will identify, assess, and fulfill service 
projects on timelines of their creation.  The team leader for 
this group will be Cory Marr.   An adult mentor to assist 
Cory is needed.  We are hoping to have one or two adults 
who can consistently devote time (as determined with Cory) 
for this new outreach team.  If you would like to help, please 
contact Susan Schneider at (361) 790-8727.   

This team is also looking for ideas from our 
congregation for service projects.  If you would like to share 
your idea, please see the board in the narthex.  We hope 
this group will begin with an initial meeting in September.   

“Each person should do as he has decided in his 
heart - not out of regret or out of necessity, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.”  2 Corinthians 9:7 

We value and appreciate all those of our congregation 
who help support our Sunday School programs with prayers 
and participation.  We look forward to a fun, successful, and 
“challenging” Sunday School year. 

 
 

 



PLEASE WELCOME 
MARILYN LARSEN 

 

On September 1
st
 Holy Cross becomes a 

teaching congregation for intern Marilyn Larsen.  

On September 5
th

 we will officially welcome her 

with a reception following our 10:30 worship 

service. 

Marilyn was born and raised in Corpus 

Christi, Texas.  She and her husband Ed Larsen 

have been married for thirty-eight years.  They 

have two grown daughters, Jennifer and 

Stephanie.  Stephanie lives and works in Austin.  

Jennifer and husband and four young children live 

in California. 

In 1984 Marilyn graduated summa cum laude 

from Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi with 

a Bachelor of Science in Education and a 

Specialization in reading.  She taught elementary 

and middle school in the Texas Public School 

system for nineteen years. 

During her last four years of teaching, she 

attended night classes at the University of 

Houston Law Center.  Marilyn graduated magna 

cum laude with a Doctor of Jurisprudence.  After 

returning to Corpus, she practiced law for 

approximately five years. 

The following are Marilyn’s own words:  

“Shortly after I began practicing law, my husband 

and I joined St. Mark’s Lutheran Church.  I began 

serving as a Stephen Minister and Assisting 

Minister, and after delivering my first sermon at 

St. Mark’s, I increasingly felt the call to ministry.  

So I took a few online classes at Luther Seminary, 

and my fellow parishioners, classmates, and 

professors began to encourage me to consider 

ordained ministry.” 

“If anyone had told me five years ago that I 

would end up in seminary, I would have told them 

they were crazy.  Yet here I am, and loving every 

minute of it.  God truly works in mysterious 

ways!  One of my favorite quotes is by writer and 

ordained minister Frederick Buechner.  He said, 

“The place where God calls you is the place 

where your deep gladness and the world’s deep 

hunger meet.”  When I serve others and bring the 

gospel message to God’ people, I feel I am finally 

standing at the place where God calls me.” 

Marilyn enjoys all kinds of music and singing.  

She likes to travel, and a couple of years ago spent a 

month in Cuernavaca, Mexico, where she attended a 

Spanish immersion language school.  Someday she 

hopes to travel to Jerusalem. 

We hope the next 8-9 months will be an uplifting 

experience for both Marilyn and for our entire 

congregation.  Please take the time to get to know her 

and make her feel welcome.  Please interact with the 

internship committee, letting them know your 

thoughts and feelings about how Marilyn is doing and 

give the committee input on activities you would like 

to see Marilyn participate in.  Committee members 

are, Michele Scherzer, Linda Erwin, Bonnie Lutz, 

Carolyn Cauley, Glenda Beck, Stan Post, Ed Janacek 

and Cliff Outten. 

May the Holy Spirit continue to guide us and 

bless us in our ministry. 

 

 

Recharging Summer 
Worship 

 

The summer season is a time for growing and 

recharging our personal relationship with God!  It is a 

time for smiling and relaxing!  With all those 

components in mind, Holy Cross worship services for 

August and September will give us an opportunity to 

άǊŜŎƘŀǊƎŜέ ǿƘƛƭŜ άǎƳƛƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀȄƛƴƎέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ 

of familiar hymn tunes in our liturgy.  The Holy 

Communion Setting Ten in our Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship hymnal provides us with just that 

opportunity!  All the service parts are there just as 

they are in Setting One, but the singing is done to 

ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ƘȅƳƴ ǘǳƴŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άWƻȅŦǳƭΣ WƻȅŦǳƭΣ ²Ŝ !ŘƻǊŜ 

¢ƘŜŜέ ŀƴŘ άWŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΣ aȅ IŀǇǇȅ IƻƳŜΦέ  {ƻΣ ƎŜǘ 

ready for some joyful worship and happy singing!  

Bring your glad hearts and robust singing voices! 

 

Be sure and check the online calendar at 

http://www.holycrossrockporttx.org/Calendar.html.  

 

http://www.holycrossrockporttx.org/Calendar.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

August 2010 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
10:30 Worship 

with communion 

 

2 3 4 5 
8:00 Menõs breakfast 

6 7 

8 
10:30 Worship 

 

9 
7:00 Council Mtg 

10 11 12 
8:00 Menõs breakfast 

13 14 

15 
10:30 Worship 

with communion 

 

16 17 18 19 
8:00 Menõs breakfast 

20 21 

22 
10:30 Worship 

 

23 24 25 26 
8:00 Menõs breakfast 

27 28 

29 
10:30 Worship with 

noisy offering 

30 31     


