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NEWSLETTER OF THE HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH, E.L.C.A. January 2010

The Pastor’s Pulse

On my desk is a letter from two congregations in the Rio Grande
Valley, thanking us for the support we give them through our
offerings to the snyod. Without that support, neither of these
ministries could survive. Motivated by God's love, we are reaching
out to share our blessings with those people in the Valley.

As | write this, there is a beehive of activity in the church kitchen.
Turkeys are thawing, stuffing ingredients are cooking, work is
proceeding for the Christmas Dinner we will be serving to an
estimated 150-200 people...Christmas Dinner for people in our
community who might be alone - or, for some - might have no
Christmas dinner at all. Motivated by God's love, we are reaching
out to share our blessings.

God's love has a marvelous way of opening hearts and hands and
lives and pocketbooks, to happily share that same love that has so
blessed our own lives.

What a great joy and privilege it is to be co-workers with the Lord
himself - a joy that is multiplied as we do such ministry together.

LECTIONARY AIDES FOR JANUARY

January 3, 2010-John 1:(1-9) 10-18

John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all
things were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the
world.

January 10, 2010-Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the
Baptist insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is
coming. And whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God
settles the matter; Jesus is God’s beloved Son.
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Lectionary Helps for
January cont.

January 17, 2010-John 2:1-11

Turning water to wine at the wedding at
Cana is described as the first of Jesus’ signs.
Through many such epiphanies, Jesus
reveals that he bears God’s creative power
and joyful presence into the world.

January 24, 2010-Luke 4:14-21

Near the beginning of Jesus’ public
ministry, He visits His hometown of
Nazareth. In the words of Isaiah, He states
and claims His identity, purpose, and
mission.

January 31, 2010-Luke 4:21-30

People in Jesus’ hometown are initially
pleased when He says that God will free the
oppressed. Their pleasure turns to rage
when He reminds them that God’s prophetic
mission typically pushes beyond human
boundaries so that mercy and healing are
extended to those regarded as outsiders.

Good Samaritans

Please remember others in our

community who need our help through

your support of Good Samaritans. You

can help by donating canned goods and

nonperishable foods or giving a
monetary donation.
More information is available in the

Narthex. God bless you for your

EPIPHANY AND THE TIME
AFTER

Epiphany means “manifestation.” On this day,
always January 6", we celebrate the magi’s adoration
of the Christ Child after following a brilliant light.
We go forth then to witness to the Light that shines
brightly in our midst.

“On entering the house, they saw the child with
Mary His mother; and they knelt down and paid Him
homage” (Matt. 2:11). Journey’s end for the magi
found them at a stranger’s house in a foreign land,
prostrate before a newborn babe. The magnitude of
the night star’s brilliance must have been reflected in
the face of this little creature, cooing and crying in
His mother’s arms, for the proper response from those
learned star-gazers was to fall face-down in the dirt.
To follow a bright star is one thing, to kneel before
the Light of the world is quite another. But Isaiah
reminds us that the end of this journey is really the
beginning of another: “Arise,” you kneeling ones,
“shine; for your light has come.”

The Time After Epiphany is the season of the
church year between the Epiphany of Our Lord and
Ash Wednesday (February 17). During this time,
other “manifestations” of Jesus as the Light are
revealed, such as at His baptism by John in the Jordan
River and His changing of the water into wine at the
wedding of Cana.

Treasurer's Report Highlights

0 Operating Fund spending for November was
$15,326 against our budget of $14,288.

o0 Operating Fund spending YTD was
$205,634* against our budget of $157,172.

0 Operating Fund giving for November was
$13,457 and $181,531 YTD.

o0 *Includes an additional payment made
towards the mortgage.

Psalters for January

3-Lil Oseland
10-Toni Post
17-Rob Person
24-Keith Edman
31-Jerry Mathre




ALL IN THE FAMILY

by Stan Post

Last month’s featured church family
member was the founder of the church,
Jesus, as | know you recognized. And, as
you recall, his name was given to Joseph by
an angel.

This month we feature a couple as our
church family members. They first met at
ages five and three. Word has it that he kept
trying to crawl into her playpen at the
nursery where they both stayed and his
mother ran. Finally, when she reached age
fifteen they had their first “real” date.

Together this couple has been to every
state in the Union, and they have lived in
several of them. When he took his first job,
in New Jersey, they lived in one room above
a fertilizer storage area and shared a
bathroom with the owner who also lived
there. This was after he had graduated from
Luther College and she from St Olaf, and
they had gotten married in April of 1954
while he was on leave in the military.

Before moving to San Antonio in 1986
these folks had lived in Minnesota, Kansas,

CELEBRATING JANUARY WITH
CHILDREN

by Toni Post

Begin a “family diary”
on the first day of the
new year. Take turns
writing about events
and activities that
occur on each day or week
throughout the year. At
the end of the year, schedule an
evening to review and discuss the
happenings of the previous twelve months.

At the beginning of the new year, designate one
weekend during the coming twelve months for each
child and write those dates on the master calendar.
Then let each child choose the activities he or she
prefers on his or her special weekend, such as hiking,
fishing, swimming, surfing, etc.

As a family, read Chicken Soup with Rice by
Maurice Sendak, and then discuss what each person
thinks the family will be doing during each of their
own months.

Provide each child in the family with his or her
own calendar, and let them record things that are

important to them. For instance, a young child might
record birthdays of family and friends. Older children
might want to do the same and add appointments such
as piano lessons or baseball practices. Young people
he’s still at it. She, in her career, taught in high school could add dates for assignments to be
every grade in elementary school except for completed, etc.
the second. Continue to light candles for the 12 days of

These folks go way back in the life of Christmas until January 6™ in order to help children
Holy Cross. In fact, they are Charter understand that Christmas is a church
Members. They remain active in serving in d;__k) season and not just a secular holiday.

* e \ If there is a tree-burning ceremony

lowa and Oregon. In the early 90s they
started coming to Rockport to flounder and
fish with friends. In fact, he spent his entire
career “fishing” and, though now retired,

a number of ways. I can’t tell you which
ones, or how, or you would immediately ( in the community, attend with your

know who they are. U children and help them relate the
Since 1994 this couple has called their {Q .......... »)= light of the fire to the Light of

RV, home. And, it may help you to know, j\ the world.

he has spent more time in hospitals, by far,
than anyone else in our church family.
Know who they are? If not, you will find
out in next month’s newsletter.

oooooooo




Symbolism of our Stained Glass Windows
by Fred Huddleston

Window 5: The Cross

We as Christians show our faith, using
the cross. No matter which Christian
religion a person is, the universal symbol for
Christianity has become the cross.

Even though there were three crosses on
Golgotha (which means the place of the
skull) the primary cross was the one Christ
was nailed to, the other two played an
important part in our lives. So we show
three crosses in the window. (Matthew
27:32-50, Luke 23: 26-46)

For almost a year, each Sunday, | saw
pastor with a halo around him as he
preached his sermon. Now each Sunday |
see pastor with a cross above his head. This
window did not solve the problems we had
with the glare, and early morning sunlight,
but it does remind us that our church is
named after the "holy cross."

The cross is mentioned in the bible so
many times, | do not think that there is one
book in the New Testament where it is not
discussed.

The cross has become the primary
symbol of Christianity.

As the words of the hymn states:
ALIift high the <cr
proclaims, till all the world adore his
sacred name. 0

ALead on there
sign. The host of god in conquering
ranks combine. 0

RO |l ord | ift eedason
thou hast promised, draw all the world
to thee. 0
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Annual Meeting

~

The Annual Meeting for
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
will be held on
Sunday, January 24, 2010
immediately following
the 10:30 a.m. worship service.

The agenda will include electing new
Officers and new Council members for
2010, and adoption of a 2010 Budget.

Please plan to attend. /

COUNCIL PERSON OF THE MONTH
FOR JANUARY
Lil Oseland

FLOWERS for JANUARY

JANUARY 3 Dorot hea O’ Nei ||

JANUARY 10 Bob & Michele Scherzer

JANUARY 17 Tom & Cris Staley

JANUARY 24 Larry & Joan Smith

JANUARY 31 OPEN

USHERS for JANUARY

JANUARY 3 Bob & Michele Scherzer

JANUARY 10 Ed & Mary Lou Janecek

JANUARY 17 Linda Erwin & Hal Lutz

JANUARY 24 Bob & Michele Scherzer

JANUARY 31 Larry & Liz Schuetz
LECTORS for JANUARY

JANUARY 3 Linda Erwin

JANUARY 10 Stan Post

JANUARY 17 Ed Janecek

JANUARY 24 Vester Mccullick

JANUARY 31

Hal Lutz




